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Price Gains Pull Back on FHFA Index National Average Mortgage Rates

The pace of home price increases, at least for purchases financed by Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac, slowed in April, falling below even the most modest of
analysts' projections. The Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) reports
that prices rose 0.2 percent on a seasonally adjusted basis from the previous
month. In March the increase was 0.8 percent, revised upward today from an
originally reported 0.7 percent.

Analysts survey by Econoday had anticipated a month-over-month increase
for April of 0.6 percent. The range of estimates was 0.5 to 0.8.
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On an annual basis the index appreciated 5.9 percent, down from an annual
gain of 6.1 percent in March. Since October 2015, the national house price
index level has surpassed the prior peak level from March 2007.
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Mortgage News Daily
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Housing Starts Sep 1.22M  -4.24%
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from I\./Iar(.:h. 2.016 to April 2016 r.anged from -0.7 perc.er)t.m the Middle Pending Home Sales Aug 712 0%
Atlantic division to +1.4 percent in the New England division. The 12-month Existing H <ol Oct 3.99M  +0.25%
changes were all positive, ranging from +1.7 percent in the Middle Atlantic xisting Home Sales ct 3. o2
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Twelve-Month Price Changes - Prior Year vs. Most Recent Year
Purchase-Only Index
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FHFA's HPI is calculated using home sale price information from mortgages sold to or guaranteed by the government
sponsored enterprises (GSEs). The index was benchmarked to 100 in January 1991 and currently stands at 238.8 for the U.S.

as awhole.
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A Lower Price or a Lower Rate? Don't Guess. Compare: 10-22-2026

What Every Agent Should Know:---

With mortgage rates challenging affordability and buyers hesitant to make decisions, sellers are increasingly willing to
negotiate. But here's a question every REALTOR® should consider:---

Is your buyer better off negotiating a lower purchase price—or asking the seller to contribute toward a permanently lower
interest rate?---

A pricereduction lowers the mortgage balance, but the resulting monthly payment savings may be surprisingly small.---

Alternatively, a seller contribution toward a permanent interest-rate buydown could provide substantially greater monthly
payment relief, even with a higher purchase price.---

But what if mortgage rates decline in the next 6, 12, or 24 months?---

That's the question nobody can answer with certainty.---

A buyer who negotiates a larger price reduction may benefit from a lower loan balance and potentially refinance if rates
decline. A buyer who secures a permanently lower rate benefits immediately, without depending on future market

conditions.---

Both strategies have merit. The right answer depends on the numbers, the buyer's financial priorities, and how long they
expect to keep the mortgage.---

For listing agents, this creates another negotiating opportunity. A seller contribution toward financing costs may be more
attractive to a payment-conscious buyer than another reduction in asking price.---

Before your buyer requests a price reduction—or your seller agrees to one—give me a call.---

Let's compare the alternatives. Sometimes the smartest negotiation isn't about the price. It's about how the transaction is
structured.---

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER---
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