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Why Strong Job Gains Hurt Both Sides of National Average Mortgage Rates
The Market

October has a bit of a reputation in financial markets as being more prone to
volatility than most months. While there are solid theories as to why
(earnings, start of Federal fiscal year, seasonal staffing patterns among
traders), there's no solid rhyme or reason as to how the volatility will play
out.
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This time around, October was horrible for stocks and mixed for
bonds/rates. In general, most days saw stocks and rates move lower together,
but that changed in a big way this week as markets transitioned into
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Strong economic data tends to help stocks and hurt bonds/rates. Why did it hurt stocks this time around? The short answer
is that the jobs report was so good that it increased the odds of additional Fed rate hikes. And the stock market doesn't like
rate hikes any more than the bond market!

Investors are already counting on a few more rate hikes by the middle of next year. That means the current trajectory of Fed
rate hikes is baked in to current trading levels. If something happens to change the trajectory, trading levels can change fairly
quickly, and the jobs report was strong enough to do just that.

What was so good about the jobs report? On a purely objective level, wage growth is the highest it's been since before the
recession. Wages are seen as a key driver of inflation. The Fed is tasked with keeping inflation in check--something it does
viarate hikes. Logically then, faster wage growth should steel the Fed's rate hike resolve.
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On a more subjective note (but with objective data to back it up), the pace of job growth has been surprisingly strong lately.
The following chart shows the 12-month average of new private sector jobs created. Based on past economic cycles, most
investors were expecting to see job growth level-off and hold fairly flat for the next few years.
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Instead, job growth has broken higher in a way not normally seen at this phase of an economic cycle. That's forced traders to
make increasingly abrupt adjustments as this weird new reality continues to assert itself month after month. The fallout
from such adjustments can be seen in another breakout for interest rates.
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Rates

Patterns of consolidations and
breakouts are repeating as rates
keep ratcheting higher.
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The chart above shows 10yr Treasury yields--the most widely followed representation of "longer-term rates" in the US. Of
course those of us with a stake in the housing market are generally more interested in mortgage rates.

Unfortunately, the bonds that underlie mortgages don't cope with volatility as well as plain old US Treasuries. As such,
mortgage rates have been underperforming. In fact, the week ended with average 30yr fixed rates at their highest levels in
more than 7 years. This assertion is at odds with several mortgage rate headlines from well known publications, and that's
normal. Those publications are relying on survey based data from Freddie Mac which is based primarily on rate quotes from
the first 2-3 days of any given week. As such, if there is a big move in the 2nd half of the week, Freddie's survey might
indicate rates moved one direction when they actually moved another.
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30yr Fixed Mortgage Rates
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Recent Economic Data Event Importance:
Date Event Actual Forecast Prior No Stars = Insignificant
Monday, Oct 29 Low
Moderate
8:30AM Sep PCE (y/y) (%) +2.0 2.2 Important
8:30AM Sep Core PCE (y/y) (%) +2.0 2.0 20 Very Important
Tuesday, Oct 30
9:00AM | Aug CaseShiller 20 yy (%) +5.5 5.8 5.9
10:00AM  Oct Consumer confidence 137.9 136.0 1384
Wednesday, Oct 31
7:00AM w/e MBA Purchase Index 2249 228.4
7:00AM w/e Mortgage Refinance Index 884.2 919.6
8:15AM Oct ADP National Employment (k) 227 189 230
9:45AM | Oct Chicago PMI 58.4 60.0 604
Thursday, Nov 01
8:30AM Q3 Productivity Preliminary (%) 2.2 2.2 2.9
8:30AM Q3 Labor Costs Preliminary (%) 1.2 1.0 -1.0
8:30AM w/e Jobless Claims (k) 214 215 215
10:00AM  Oct ISM Manufacturing PMI 57.7 59.0 598
10:00AM Oct ISM Mfg Prices Paid 71.6 650 66.9
10:00AM Sep Construction spending (%) 0.0 0.1 0.1
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Date Event Actual Forecast = Prior
Friday, Nov 02
8:30AM  Oct Non-farm payrolls (k) 250 190 134
8:30AM  Oct Unemployment rate mm (%) 3.7 3.7 3.7
8:30AM Oct Average earnings mm (%) 0.2 0.2 0.3
8:30AM Sep International trade mm $ (bl) -54.0 -53.6 -53.2
9:45AM Oct ISM-New York index 831.9 822.0
10:00AM Sep Factory orders mm (%) 0.7 0.5 2.3
Monday, Nov 05
10:00AM Oct ISM N-Mfg PMI 60.3 59.3 616
Wednesday, Nov 07
7:00AM w/e Mortgage Refinance Index 861.8 884.2
7:00AM w/e MBA Purchase Index 213.6 224.9
Thursday, Nov 08
8:30AM w/e Jobless Claims (k) 214 215 214
2:00PM N/A FOMC rate decision (%) 2.000-2.250 2.125 2.125
Friday, Nov 09
8:30AM Oct Producer Prices (%) 0.6 0.2 0.2
8:30AM Oct Core Producer Prices YY (%) 2.6 2.3 2.5
10:00AM Nov Consumer Sentiment 98.3 98.0 986
10:00AM Sep Wholesale inventories mm (%) 0.4 0.3 0.3
10:00AM Nov 1yr Inflation Outlook (%) 2.8 2.9
10:00AM Nov 5yr Inflation Outlook (%) 2.6 2.4
Wednesday, Jan 09
1:00PM | 10-yr Note Auction (bl) 24
Thursday, Jan 10
1:00PM  30-Yr Bond Auction (bl) 16
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A Lower Price or a Lower Rate? Don't Guess. Compare: 10-22-2026

What Every Agent Should Know:---

With mortgage rates challenging affordability and buyers hesitant to make decisions, sellers are increasingly willing to
negotiate. But here's a question every REALTOR® should consider:---

Is your buyer better off negotiating a lower purchase price—or asking the seller to contribute toward a permanently lower
interest rate?---

A pricereduction lowers the mortgage balance, but the resulting monthly payment savings may be surprisingly small.---

Alternatively, a seller contribution toward a permanent interest-rate buydown could provide substantially greater monthly
payment relief, even with a higher purchase price.---

But what if mortgage rates decline in the next 6, 12, or 24 months?---

That's the question nobody can answer with certainty.---

A buyer who negotiates a larger price reduction may benefit from a lower loan balance and potentially refinance if rates
decline. A buyer who secures a permanently lower rate benefits immediately, without depending on future market

conditions.---

Both strategies have merit. The right answer depends on the numbers, the buyer's financial priorities, and how long they
expect to keep the mortgage.---

For listing agents, this creates another negotiating opportunity. A seller contribution toward financing costs may be more
attractive to a payment-conscious buyer than another reduction in asking price.---

Before your buyer requests a price reduction—or your seller agrees to one—give me a call.---

Let's compare the alternatives. Sometimes the smartest negotiation isn't about the price. It's about how the transaction is
structured.---

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER---
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