
National Average Mortgage Rates

Rate Change Points

Mortgage News Daily

30YR Fixed 7.29% -0.06 0.00

15YR Fixed 6.95% -0.05 0.00

30YR FHA 6.91% -0.08 0.00

30YR Jumbo 7.55% -0.05 0.00

7/6 SOFR 6.88% +0.02 0.00

30YR VA 6.92% -0.08 0.00
Rates as of: 10/29

MBS and Treasury
Price / Yield Change

MBS UMBS 6.0 99.61 +0.02

10 YR Treasury 4.9865 -0.0300

30 YR Treasury 5.3243 -0.0210
Pricing as of: 10/29 2:14PM EST

Recent Housing Data
Value Change

Mortgage Apps Oct 14 188.6 -5.32%

Building Permits Sep 1.4M +0.43%

Housing Starts Sep 1.22M -4.24%

New Home Sales Aug 684K +12.69%

Pending Home Sales Aug 71.2 0%

Existing Home Sales Oct 3.99M +0.25%

Builder Confidence Oct 29 -9.38%

Cash-out Refinances at Seven-Year High
Even as the share of originations going for refinancing began to flag in the
fourth quarter of 2015 the cash-out share of those refinancing increased. 
Freddie Mac said that transactions in which the new mortgage exceeded the
old by 5 percent or more made up 43 percent of all refinances done during
the quarter, up from 39 percent in the previous quarter and 28 percent a year
earlier.  It was the highest cash out share since 2008.

Freddie Mac funded $76 billion in mortgage loans during the fourth quarter,
down from $94 billion in the third quarter.  In both quarters refinancing
represented about 50 percent of that volume, $38 billion in the fourth
quarter and $46 billion in the third.  In the first two quarters the refinance
share was over 60 percent.

Prior to the housing crisis an average of 64 percent of refinances included a
cash out component, peaking at 89 percent in 2006.  After the crash the share
plummeted, hitting 12 percent in the second quarter of 2012.  It didn't climb
above 20 percent for the next two years.
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There is a definite cycle to cash-out refinancing.  Simple math dictates that the percentage of refinances they represent
increases during periods when rates are stable or ascending because the overall rate of refinancing declines.  Consequently
the ratio of new to old mortgage rates is also higher, in some periods exceeding 1:1, as withdrawing equity becomes a more
important driver of refinancing than an improvement in rates. 

High cash out periods also correlate strongly with higher home appreciation rates between the existing and new mortgage
and a shorter time span during which the old mortgage was in place.  Over the years Freddie Mac has tracked the data the
median age of the existing loan at refinance averaged 3.85 years.  Since 2013 the median has exceeded 6 years and was 6.27
years in the most recent quarter.

Borrowers who refinanced during the fourth quarter cut their interest rate by 110 basis points on average, a 23 percent
reduction.  This is high by historical standards; the average rate reduction is 13 percent and during 2006 and 2007 when 83
to 87 percent of refinances had a cash-out component the average rate actually increased by 5 percent.

 

 

Prior to the fourth quarter of 2009 the median appreciation during the life of the existing loan was never negative, averaging
16 percent median growth. Then appreciation declined for 19 straight quarters, dropping into negative territory in 2010 and
staying there until 2014. Appreciation has been positive for five consecutive quarters and climbed to 7 percent in the most
recent quarter.   
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Borrowers who refinanced in the fourth quarter overwhelmingly, by 95 percent, chose fixed rate loans.  Only 17 percent of
those with hybrid adjustable rate mortgages refinanced into another hybrid.  

Experienced Mortgage Guidance. Personal Service. Reliable Closings.
With over 20 years of experience I help homebuyers and homeowners throughout California find mortgage solutions

tailored to their needs. As co-owner of Sierra Capital Mortgage I work directly with clients and Realtors providing

personalized guidance, clear communication, and dependable service from preapproval through closing.

Whether handling a straightforward purchase or a complex financing situation my priority is making the mortgage process

as smooth and successful as possible while building lasting relationships.

I hold an MBA from USC and previously held management positions at EarthLink and Mattel. Before entering the mortgage

industry I was a professional musician in Los Angeles.
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