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Delinquencies at 11 Month High Recent Housing Data
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January, an increase of 167,000 month-over-month but down 189,000 from a
year earlier. There were 831,000 seriously delinquent loans, that is loans 90
or more days past due but not yet in foreclosure. That was also an increase
from December, up 23,000, but 239,000 loans fewer than in January 2015.

There were 71,900 foreclosure starts during the month, a 7.94 percent
decline from December and 22.94 percent year-over-year.

The foreclosure inventory - homes in the process of foreclosure - continued
to shrink as well, down 30,000 units month over month to 659,000 properties
and 226,000 fewer homes than a year earlier. The percentage monthly and
annual decreases in the inventory were 4.63 percent and 25.69 percent
respectively.

The rate of completed foreclosures (measured as a percentage seriously
delinquent loans, was 2.17 percent. Thiswas a 15.61 percent rise from
December, a month when, Black Knight said, many lenders declare a
temporary foreclosure moratorium but it was also 24.76 percent higher than
in January 2015.

At the end of January there were a total of 3.23 million mortgages that were
30 or more days past due or in foreclosure, up 137,000 units from December
but nearly a half million lower than the previous year.

The rate of loan prepayments, historically a good indicator of refinancing,
dropped to .81 percent, down 29 percent during the month to its lowest level
since February 2014.

The five states with the largest percentage of non-performing mortgages in
January were Mississippi (13.0 percent), Louisiana (10.49 percent), New
Jersey (10.38 percent), Alabama (9.25 percent), and West Virginia (9.19
percent). All five posted improvements in their delinquency rates year over
year, the largest at nearly 13 percent by New Jersey.
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The data came from Black Knight's "first look" at information that will be presented in more detail in its Mortgage Monitor.
The company said the March edition of the Monitor will be out on March 7.
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