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April Permits, Starts, Slip from March Levels = National Average Mortgage Rates

All three residential construction measures for April were lower than those
in March. The Census Bureau and the Department of Housing and Urban
Development said housing permits, starts, and completions all declined on a
month-over-month basis but all remained higher than their April 2016 levels.
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annual rate of 1,229,000 units, a decline of 2.5 percent from the estimated i .
1,260,000 permits issued in March. Analysts polled by Econoday had 15 Yr. Fixed 6.75% +0.11 0.64
expected permits to be much higher, a range of 1,255,000 to 1,290,000, with 30 Yr. FHA 7.01% +0.11 0.94
aconsensus of 1,271,000. Permitting for the month did remain above the 30 Yr. Jumbo 7.45% +0.05 0.56
annual rate of 1,163,000 in April 2016, an increase of 5.7 percent. 5/1 ARM 6.64% +0.12 087

. . . . . Rates as of: 5/6
Single-family permits were issued at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of

789,000, 4.5 percent lower than the rate in March of 826,000 (revised from Recent Housing Data
823,000) but up 6.2 percent from a year earlier. Permits for units in buildings Value Change
of five or morerose 1.5 percer.lt to arate of 403,090 com p.ared t0 397,000 in Mortgage Apps Apr24 1967 -2.67%
March and were 4.1 percent higher than the previous April. Building Permits Mar 1.46M  -3.95%
On a non-seasonally adjusted basis there were 102,900 permits issued in Housing Starts Mar 1.32M -13.15%
April, 69,000 for single-family construction. In March the respective New Home Sales Mar 693K +4.68%
numbers were 112,500 and 77,100. Pending Home Sales Feb 75.6 +1.75%
Existing Home Sales Feb 3.97M -0.75%
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Value Change
Housing starts in April were at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1,172,000 units%i%ér@gﬁﬁ%&%cline froml\M:f\rch. 'glie +6.25%

original March estimate of 1,215,000 starts was revised down to an annual rate of 1,203,000. The April estimate was 0.7
percent higher than the estimate a year earlier of 1,164,000.

Analysts were way wide of the mark. They expected starts to be in the range of 1,215,000 to 1,290,000. Their consensus was
1,256,000

Single family starts did eke out a gain, up 0.4 percent in March to a seasonally adjusted rate of 835,000, remaining 8.9 percent
ahead of the previous April. The March estimate of 832,000 was an upward revision from an original estimate of 821,000.
Multifamily starts were at the rate of 328,000, falling 9.6 percent from March and were14.6 percent below the April 2016
start rate.

On a non-adjusted basis, construction was initiated on 106,600 residential units, up from 97,600 a month earlier. Single
family starts increased from 69,900 to 78,000.

Completions were at a seasonally adjusted rate of 1,106,000, 8.6 percent below the estimated 1,210,000 rate in March but
15.1 percent higher than in April 2016. Single family completions, at 784,000, represented a loss of 4.5 percent for the
month but were up 10.1 percent year-over-year. While multi-family completions were up by 24.6 percent from a year earlier,
to an annual rate of 299,000 units, they lost 19.8 percent compared to March.

On a non-adjusted basis, there were 84,200 housing units completed in April compared to 93,700 in March. Single-family
completions decreased from 63,500 to 60,700.

At the end of the reporting period there were 1,072,400 housing units under construction, an estimated 450,900 of which
were single family units. There were 138,800 permits that had been issued but under which construction had not yet begun,
75,500 of them for single family units. All numbers are given on an unadjusted basis.

Permits in the Northeast were down by 10.3 percent from March but were still up 13.0 percent year-over-year. Housing
starts plunged by 37.3 percent and 34.2 percent for the two periods. Units were completed at a rate 27.0 percent lower than
in March and 1.2 percent short of the year-earlier estimate.

In the Midwest permits exceeded the previous month and prior year by 1.0 percent and 1.6 percent respectively and housing
starts surged by 41.1 percent compared to March. Year-over-year starts were up by 1.0 percent. Completions were down by
0.5 percent for the month but were 24.8 percent higher than the previous April.

The South saw a 7.4 percent decline in permitting compared to March and permits were 0.5 percent lower than in April
2016. Housing starts also fell, down 9.1 percent for the month and 1.5 percent on an annual basis. Completions fell by 7.9
percent from March to April but ran 8.3 percent ahead of a year earlier.

Permitting in the West increased by 8.7 percent from March and by 18.3 percent on an annual basis. Housing starts were up
5.4 percent and 23.4 percent respectively. Completions were down by 11.8 percent for the month but remained 9.6 percent
higher on an annual basis.
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All Your Mortgage Needs, Professionally Delivered with a Personal
Touch

Whether you're a first-time homebuyer hoping to navigate the process of buying a home so that it is a fun and anxiety-free
process or a homeowner looking for refinance options that deliver more freedom and flexibility, | can help you analyze your
current situation and find money saving options. With expertise in all areas of mortgage and financing, my hope is that once
| become your mortgage partner, I'll stay your mortgage partner. With clients from A to Z, files never leave my hands or my
desk. From start to finish, every step of the way, my goal is to keep the lines of communication open, provide complete and
attentive service, and ensure the most seamless and satisfactory process possible.
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