
National Average Mortgage Rates

Rate Change Points

Mortgage News Daily

30 Yr. Fixed 7.45% -0.07 0.00

15 Yr. Fixed 6.86% -0.05 0.00

30 Yr. FHA 6.95% -0.05 0.00

30 Yr. Jumbo 7.64% -0.04 0.00

5/1 ARM 7.50% -0.05 0.00

Freddie Mac

30 Yr. Fixed 7.17% -0.27 0.00

15 Yr. Fixed 6.44% -0.32 0.00

Mortgage Bankers Assoc.

30 Yr. Fixed 7.24% +0.11 0.66

15 Yr. Fixed 6.75% +0.11 0.64

30 Yr. FHA 7.01% +0.11 0.94

30 Yr. Jumbo 7.45% +0.05 0.56

5/1 ARM 6.64% +0.12 0.87
Rates as of: 4/26

Recent Housing Data
Value Change

Mortgage Apps Apr 24 196.7 -2.67%

Building Permits Mar 1.46M -3.95%

Housing Starts Mar 1.32M -13.15%

New Home Sales Mar 693K +4.68%

Pending Home Sales Feb 75.6 +1.75%

Existing Home Sales Feb 3.97M -0.75%

FHA Financials Doing Much Better Than
Expected
FHA's Mutual Mortgage Insurance Fund (MMIF) is back in the money. 
Housing and Urban Development Secretary Julian Castro told Congress
today that the fund, which had declined into insolvency at the crest of the
mortgage crisis, is now back above its mandated capital ratio.

In his annual Report to Congress, Castro said that the fund had improved its
ratio by 1.66 percentage points from last year's actuarial result, increasing
from 0.41 percent to 2.07 percent.  FHA is required to maintain a 2.0 percent
ratio.  Reaching the goal happened a full year in advance of what independent
actuaries had projected.

In dollars the increase means that FHA has improved the net worth of MMIF
by $40 billion since the 2012 fiscal year and it now has a value of $23.8
billion.  In 2012 that capital ratio stood at a negative 1.44 percent.
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Builder Confidence Mar 51 +6.25%

Value Change

 

Economic net worth (ENW) improved by $19 billion, increasing from $4.8 billion in 2014 to $23.8 billion in the most recent
fiscal year.  The ENW exceeds what was projected last year by approximately $8.7 billion.  Most of the increase above
expectations came from Home Equity Conversion Mortgages (HECM), also known as Reverse Mortgages.  The capital ratio of
that program increased from a negative 1.2 percent to a positive 6.4 percent in the course of one fiscal year.

Castro also reported that FHA endorsed 1,116,232 mortgages during the 2015 fiscal year.  Sixty-six percent were purchase
mortgages for $140 billion and the 34 percent that were for refinancing totaled $73 billion.  During the first three quarters
of the fiscal year FHA had a 21 percent share of the purchase mortgage market and 8 percent of the refinancing market.
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In January FHA reduced its annual mortgage insurance premium by 50 basis points expecting that it would bring 250,000
new borrowers into the market over three years.  Castro credits that reduction for the 27 percent increase in FHA's
purchase endorsements over 2014 and a growth in refinancing activity of 90 percent.  Over the first eight months following
the reduction 75,000 new borrowers were able to purchase homes.

The average credit score for FHA endorsements was 680 during the year and the average loan size was $190,928 for all
mortgages and $186,176 for purchase loans.  Eighty-two percent of purchase loans went to first-time homebuyers.

The value of FHA's Forward Portfolio has improved by more than $30 billion since the 2012 fiscal year, moving from
negative 1.4 percent to a positive 1.6 percent showing a positive and consistent trend.  The report says the long-term
strategies put in place by the Obama Administration have led to performance metrics that suggest the actuary's findings are
sustainable.  These include the historic low early payment delinquencies, a seven year low in serious delinquencies, and a 43
percent improvement in loss recoveries since 2011.

HUD's summary risk analysis says the while achieving the 2 percent capital ratio was a crucial milestone for FHA, prudent
risk management practice should overlay that statutory requirement with a risk management approach that takes into
account other factors such as overall economic health.  For example, the HECM portfolio lost 8 percent of its value in 2014
while the economy was in the midst of recovery.  "This suggests that a 2 percent capital cushion for HECMs would be
insufficient in a severe economic downturn."

The report cautions that past valuations of the HECM portfolio appear less predictable as valuations have gained or lost
more than 5 percentage points in each of the last four years.  Much of the difference in the actual and projected value of the
Fund has hinged on the difficulty of anticipating the HECM portfolio.  It has become clear that the future health of the fund
depends on the progress of that portfolio.
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All Your Mortgage Needs, Professionally Delivered with a Personal
Touch
Whether you're a first-time homebuyer hoping to navigate the process of buying a home so that it is a fun and anxiety-free

process or a homeowner looking for refinance options that deliver more freedom and flexibility, I can help you analyze your

current situation and find money saving options. With expertise in all areas of mortgage and financing, my hope is that once

I become your mortgage partner, I’ll stay your mortgage partner. With clients from A to Z, files never leave my hands or my

desk. From start to finish, every step of the way, my goal is to keep the lines of communication open, provide complete and

attentive service, and ensure the most seamless and satisfactory process possible.
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